


Who Am I — and what are we here 
to explore? 
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● 35+ years - early years practice, academia and government policy development.
● Founder of MOSAIC Digital Solutions, supporting early education through innovative 

EdTech products, accredited training and quality supports.
● Passionate advocate for authentic documentation and child-led practice to support 

each child’s wellbeing, learning and development.
● Bringing this passion to life through a published book and the development of a 

digital care, learning and assessment system for early childhood settings.



Overview 

Defining the method, defining the purpose.

Seeing the whole child behind the learning.

Emotionally strong- learning long.

Authentic child-centred documentation.

Stories of learning.



Defining the method, 
defining the purpose 

➔ Predetermined generic tracking. 
➔ Documentation for learning.

To determine the best fit for your practice, firstly you 
must consider the reason why you assess.

Who are we actually documenting for?  -children, 
families, educators—or the system?

Positive bi-product partnership with parents and 
education accountability.



To substantiate this position, it is essential to 
remind ourselves of the fundamental purpose 
of early childhood education and to consider 
how each child’s unique learner identity 
informs and shapes educational practice. 

 

The primary rationale must always be child-centred and pedagogical, 
ensuring that assessment practices deepen our understanding of each child’s 
unique needs, strengths and interests, while meaningfully supporting and 
nurturing their wellbeing, learning and potential. 



Emotionally Strong, Learning Long: 
why resilience comes first 

A fundamental distinction - nurturing positive learning dispositions 

that provide the foundation for lifelong learning, wellbeing and 

development. 

Developing the security to learn precedes the child’s ability to 
learn.

By nurturing resilience through responsive relationships, 
emotional connection and supportive learning environments, 
educators empower children to develop self-regulation, 
adaptability and a positive sense of self. 





Add language



There is only one version of me.. 

“The things that interest me and make me curious

My emotions and sense of belonging

Things that I am cautious about - where I need encouragement

My unique strengths, capabilities 

My preferred learning style and preferred means of communication

My relationships, culture, identity and lived experience

My voice, choices and decisions

My dispositions to learn - curiosity, independence, problem solving

My persistence and progress

My dispositions to learn”. 

Authentic documentation makes this possible. 



Same activity, different experience..

How children are able to engage 
with activities and learning 

opportunities, is directly related 
to how they feel about 

themselves. 

 The same activity can evoke 
different emotional responses in 

each child. 



Taking any number of circumstantial variables into consideration, the need to view each child 
as an individual with their own voice and life story is not only obvious, but essential.

We do this through child-centred documentation.





Documentation- 
a reliable instrument for 
child-centred learning  

➔ A powerful advocate for the competencies and 
voice of young children.

➔ Tells the story of how learning came about. 
➔ Captures the process of learning, the place and 

time and who was involved. 
➔ Takes place over time and in a variety of social 

and environmental contexts.
➔ Does not pass unsubstantiated judgement but 

instead focuses on where learning can go with 
educator and family support.



The questions that count.. 

Child-centred documentation goes beyond tracking activities. It typically answers:

•   What happened? (Observation)

•   What learning is evident? (Analysis and connection to curriculum)

•   What are the next steps? (Curriculum planning).

We can achieve all this through the Learning Story Approach and 
Multi-modal digital documentation. 



Making Learning Visible through 
Multimodal Digital Stories 

Multimodal documentation is a way of capturing and 
assessing children’s learning through a combination of:

➔ Photographs, 
➔ Narrative observations,
➔ videos, audio recordings, 
➔ Children’s voices, 
➔ Work samples. 

This supports Educators to understand children’s learning 
journeys, recognise their capabilities, and inform future 
planning.

 



Learning stories are a unique 
approach to assessment for 
learning in early childhood 
education. 
They highlight children's strengths, 
interests, and progress rather 
than simply measuring outcomes.

Capture not only what children do, but also their 
thinking, communication, creativity and 

problem-solving. 



This story reveals - 

1. WHAT 
happened?

2. WHAT 
dispositions/ 
learning is 
evident?

3. WHAT next?



Inclusive and equitable 
practice.

 Recognises diverse learning 
styles, including non-verbal 
communication that 
traditional methods may 
miss.

Capturing diverse 
learning: Uses photos, 
videos, audio and multiple 
voices to show how children 
learn and communicate.

★ I am pre-verbal or 
non-verbal, but I still 

have a ‘voice’. 



I am telling you about my lived 
experience and what is 
meaningful to me at this time. 

My story reveals how I am able 
to apply prior learning and my 
ability to reflect, recall and 
communicate positive 
memories. 

My educator uses this 
information provide meaningful 
activities for me. 



I am just over two years old and 
I have am exploring rotation 
schema. I am not yet able to 
explain this interest, but I am 
speaking to you through the 
repeated drawing of circles.

I have progressed to drawing 
facial features inside some of 
my circles showing that I am 
making sense of my drawings in 
a way that I understand. 



★ I am practicing trajectory  
schema.

★ Plan activities that will support 
met to progress this interest. 

★ Notice my developmental 
progression.

The use of video, particularly for 
educators to rewatch short clips of 
natural play interactions or episodes, 
enables the educator to ‘slow 
down’ the observation and consider 
the child’s play in greater detail. Key 
moments can be missed in a busy 
room or with children who may be 
more difficult to observe.





Child-centred, authentic documentation has the potential to 
transform early education by amplifying children’s voices, 
strengthening agency, promoting inclusion, and deepening 
partnerships with families. Through multimodal approaches such 
as narrative, video, audio, and family contributions, platforms like 
MOSAIC can make children’s diverse ways of learning visible, 
valued, and heard.

A record of achievement is not 
necessarily a record of the 

child



When implemented with integrity, 
documentation becomes more than a 
record of learning — it becomes a catalyst 
for dialogue, connection, and equity. 

Above all, it positions children not as objects 
of assessment, but as capable, active, and 
rights-bearing participants in their own 
learning journeys, with voices that matter 
and stories that deserve to be heard.

Thank you!

A record of learning is 
not necessarily a 

record of the child.







Holistic wellbeing, learning and 
development 

Contemporary early childhood curriculum frameworks 

recognise that children learn in a holistic way. Children 

learn multiple skills and dispositions at once and learning 

cannot be segregated into specific categories or subject 

areas. 

Unlike other stages of education, early childhood 

curricula place greater emphasis on nurturing  the 

development of positive learning dispositions for life.




